
GSA Senate Business Meeting 
94th Legislative Session  
July 10, 2025 @11am – 12:15pm 
Baker Lab Room 254 
Zoom: https://syracuseuniversity.zoom.us/j/99424804428  
 
Agenda 

1. Welcome - Emily  
2. Attendance and Confirmation of Quorum 

a. Emily – President 
b. Sam – VP of Internal Affairs 
c. Lalitha - VP of Communications 
d. Madeline - VP of Programming 
e. Maryam – Chief Financial Officer 
f. Ivana – Grants and Awards Chair 
g. Morgan – Sustainability Chair 
h. Babak – Research and Curriculum Chair 
i. Caroline - EB Rep (↓as proxy) 
j. Christian – EB Rep 
k. Tasfia - Env. Studies Rep 
l. Reilley – GPES Rep 
m. Ahmadreza – ERE Rep 
n. Rob – Landscape Architecture Rep 
o. Maria – GSO Rep 

3. Confirmation of meeting minutes for ###– not needed, first meeting 
4. Senate Business and Reports 

a. Senate Appointments and Vacancies 
Reminder: Depts have money to spend on department, as the reps see fit (200-400, 
need doublecheck, per year --> problem solving or celebration: can use all at once)  

i. Inclusion, Diversity, and International Student Affairs – Samual Asamoah 
i. Sustainable Energy PHD Student; originally from Ghana --> here for 

academic pursuits; knows challenges involved with different 
academic transitions so can relate to other international students and 
underrepresented student body; vision --> lead initiatives to build 
strategic partnerships with on campus organizations to “translate 
student needs to actionable programs” ; mentorship programs ; 
ensure GSA programs/initiatives reflect the needs of 
underrepresented students/ international students; further 
collaborations with other on campus organizations  



ii. Question: can you share what you study/ year/ program: PhD student, 
sustainable energy/ management, in second year (started Spring 
2024), minimum 1.5 years left 

iii. President: calls vote, uncontested election: unanimous CONSENT, 
WELCOME 

ii. SRM Rep – Fahad Iqubal 
i.  Construction management, masters student, considering PhD here 

as well; believes GSA is for students to have a communication link to 
administration, want to be a part of that link; wants to forge 
connections with other grads in department  

1. Question: how did you hear of position? In a meeting 
2. Question: why PhD here? Not 100% sure of PhD given 

academic climate but could be seamless transition here 
3. Question: what issues have you heard to address? Still need to 

assess the needs of student body, actively will look into 
ii. President: calls vote, Uncontested election: unanimous CONSENT, 

WELCOME 
iii. Chem Engineering Rep – Tao Huang or Mayara Santana  

i. Contested: both share 
1. Tao Huang: Undergrad exchange as undergrad, decided to 

pursue PhD here from that; met lots of great people, including 
GSA, great experience; chance to meet people and help to 
integrate Dept and advocate for them 

a. Question: How might you use money or build 
connection? Mixers/events, different buildings 

i. Note that program coordinator might be a good 
fit for someone OR GSO rep  

2. Mayara Santana: Did masters Brazil; try to bring opportunities, 
especially for grad students, to department, especially 
professional development; foster grad-undergrad relations; 
PhD student 

a. How spend dept money?  Guest speaker potentially  
ii. Question: shouldn't chem eng grad students have more of a say than 

us?   
Vote: 

 Tao: 10 
 Mayara: 5 
Abstain: 2 



Tao elected 
 

iv. Programming Coordinator (empty) 
i. Perhaps more intensive than department rep, builds events between 

departments 
ii. Every semester hosts certain number of events, especially conference  

v. 1 GSO rep (1 empty) 
i. Attend SU GSO meeting and report back BUT GSO disbanded 

vi. EDGE Rep (1 empty – Colton? S.C.G to reach out direct) 
b. Grants & Awards – Ivana and Emily  

5. New Business – All 
1. Budget needs to be approved by second meeting of school year  

a. We are going to try and expedite this year, rather than drag it out 
b. Model budget based on previous year, but adjust as needed 

2. People will receive PEX card for spending money. Need to upload 
receipt WITHIN 24 HOURS of making purchases 

a. ONLY PURCHASE TAX FREE, forms exists 
b. Can we use PEX cards during break? Yes during winter, not 

Summer: term expires. 
c. Money is use it or lose it 

a. Budget AY 25 – 26 – Maryam and Emily 
b. Moving Office space to Marshall – Emily 

1. We keep GSA things in Moon basement 
2. Idea of moving that space to Marshall, hub there,  

a. Emme: important to have a physical presence in Moon, but hub 
can be in Marshall 

b. Question to the group: how would that work? Marshall is a very 
nice building, but limited privacy; note: we can host meetings 
as we do, this is just for ‘office hours’ / storage 

1. Emily to tour area? to get a better sense of layout 
c. GSA Team Building Exercise – Emily 

1. Ropes course --> late Sept. early Oct.  
a. Gauge availability next meeting (August meeting)  

d. Google Drive 
1. Made by GSA gmail, but that doesn't exist 
2. Emily: Transition to OneDrive a good idea  

6. 6. Adjourn - All 
 



Reminder to read policy/ handbook  
Goal is EFFICIENCY 
School year: meetings once a month, but space reserved every Thursday 11am Baker 254  
 
Idea that department rep can help guide grad students from their department ; talk more 
next meeting  
GSO: SU administration does not recognize GSO anymore 
Relevence: we pay fees to GSO to be included in their programing  
Emily: going direct with relevant individuals to gain more clarity 

Important to advocate on their behalf on the GSA side   
 
Next meeting is August 14, 2025.  11am 
 
Emily: call adjourn 
Madeline motion adjourn 
Tasfia seconded the motion 
 


